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Milton’s Relationship with Hartlib Circle and Elitist Nature in Of Education
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Abstract

John Milton’s Of Education stands out from other educational tractates published in the middle of the seventeenth-century England.
This is because his tractate sets the development of national leaders as the purpose of education, rather than educational reform or school
improvement for the relief of the poor. This is often cited as the reason why his educational tractate is considered elitist. However, such
elitist tendencies do not imply an exclusive educational plan for young people from privileged backgrounds, but rather a comprehensive
educational plan aimed at the development of rational and virtuous individuals through education.
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